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Ethiopia:
Ethiopian Wolf and Endemics Tour
March 3rd - March 21st, 2020

Cost: $6600 CAN from Addis Ababa
Costs include accommodation from Mar 3rd to Mar 20th (18 nights), all meals, transport, diesel, drivers,
bird guides, park permits and fees, bottles of water, extra local guides, airport transfers, and taxes.
Hotels based on twin rooms. Single supplement is $650.
Not included: Ethiopian visa, other drinks than bottles of water, tip for drivers and guides, international
flight, insurance for annulations and repatriation.

Ethiopian Wolf, Sanetti Plateau

Photo: Thomas Plath

Overview
Ethiopia has rightly become one of Africa`s leading birding destinations. Its avifauna represents an
interesting mixture of east and west African, Palearctic and some strikingly unusual endemic
components. In addition to more than 800 species of birds, of which a staggering 52 are endemic or
near-endemics to the Horn of Africa, Ethiopia has a number of peculiar mammals, and a scenic diversity
and cultural uniqueness that are hard to equal.
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For those that seek lots of endemic mammal and bird species, spectacular and dramatic scenery, and
unique African cultures, Ethiopia is the place to be. Giant Lobelias, Juniper forest, Ethiopian Wolf the
worlds most endangered Canid, Giant Mole Rats, Mountain Nyala are some of the wonderful nature of
this rapidly developing country. In a recent 8-day trip 342 birds were observed, showing the high
potential of this country.

Summary: Crazy looking mammals and lots of birds on a comfortable, culturally rich people-friendly
tour. In addition to 40+ endemics/near endemics, hordes of Palearctic migrants abound in a place where
people do not harm birds! Birds are tame offering excellent photo and viewing opportunities. Expect
450+ species and several exciting star mammals.
Locations: Addis Ababa east to Awash National Park (NP) returning via the escarpments near Melka
Ghebdu and Jemma Valley. From the capital we drive southeast to the cool highlands of Bale Mountain
NP descending to the dry Acacia woodland and savannah landscapes of Negele, then Yabello. Via the
main highway we travel north back to the capital Addis Ababa stopping en route at Rift Valley Lakes and
foothill forest.
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Itinerary
Mar 3: Morning arrival into Addis Ababa, drive to the Babogaya Lake Viewpoint lodge, Debre Zeit (50
km southeast Addis).
Acclimatization, rest after the long flight, birding in the garden and surroundings, swimming or kayaking
on the lake. Fig trees on the grounds attract many birds including Black-billed Barbet and Bruce’s Green
Pigeon and common garden species include Grey-headed Batis, African Paradise Flycatcher, Buff-bellied
Warbler, and Ruepell’s Weaver.
In the evening we visit the nearby Lake Chelekleka with thousands of Common Cranes flying in to roost
overnight in the wet fields and possibly dozens of Pallid, Marsh and Montagu Harriers overflying their
resting place, just before dark. Palearctic migrants abound, with Northern Pintail and Shoveler,
Garganey, Eurasian and Hottentot Teal, Tufted Duck, Black-tailed Godwit, and Temminck’s Stint the
more commonly seen species. The resident Maccoa Duck lurk in the reeds, and White-backed Duck is
occasionally found here. Overnight staying at the comfortable Babogaya Lake Viewpoint Lodge with
good food and bird-friendly gardens just over an hour from the International Airport.

Mar 4: Birding around Debre Zeit (Bishoftu); drive to Awash NP, evening game drive and birding in park.
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An early morning excursion to the volcanic Lake Hora and second part of Lake Chelekleka will net a lot of
birds including: Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Rüppell’s Weaver, African Citril, Beautiful and Tacazze
Sunbird, Black-billed Barbet, and Black-winged Lovebird. The endemic Erlanger’s Lark, Banded Barbet,
Wattled Ibis and Ethiopian Boubou and goodies like Spotted Creeper and Red-throated Wryneck are
additional targets.
Our next destination, Awash National Park is a 170-kilometer drive taking less than three hours
however, a stop near the park, a lava field—the remains of a volcanic eruption that occurred sometime
in the early 19th century (1820) — will offer us our best chances for Striolated Bunting, Blackstart, and
the rare and little-known Sombre Rock Chat (a near-endemic).
Optional nighttime excursions on one or both of our nights in Awash NP will target Star-spotted Nightjar
and nocturnal mammals, including Bat-eared Fox and Common Genet. Overnight staying within the
park at the comfortable Awash Falls Lodge, offering scenic views of the falls and excellent birding.

Salt’s Dik-dik, Awash NP

Photo: Thomas Plath

Mar 5: All day at Awash NP.
Over 450 bird species have been documented from within Awash NP borders, a total that few (if any)
other places in Ethiopia can match. Awash Falls Lodge is adjacent excellent riparian forest, with typical
birds being Black-billed Barbet, White-bellied Go-Away-Bird, Bruce’s Green Pigeon, White-rumped
Babbler, and Rüppell’s Starling. We will see many of these on our optional pre-breakfast walk.
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Our primary targets today and tomorrow will be the park’s six species of bustard (Kori, Arabian, Buffcrested, White-bellied, Black-bellied, and Hartlaub’s), and the near-endemic Gillett’s Lark but will
include many other excellent species. Following breakfast we roadside-bird acacia scrub in this southern
portion of the park for goodies like Pygmy Falcon, Black-billed Woodhoopoe, Abyssinian Roller, Yellowbreasted Barbet, Red-fronted Warbler, Grey Scrub-Warbler, Rosy-patched Bush-Shrike, Shining and
Nile Valley Sunbird.

Yellow-necked Spurfowl, Awash NP

Photo: Thomas Plath

Completing the south we drive to the northern portion of the park for a late afternoon game drive
through the Bilen plains looking for open country species like Somali Ostrich, Yellow-necked Spurfowl,
bustards, Egyptian and Lappet-faced Vulture, Scissor-tailed Kite, Black-headed Plover, Red-winged and
Gillett’s Lark, Chestnut-headed Sparrow-Lark and Somali Fiscal.
Ethiopia’s flagship park also protects a diverse assemblage of mammals, including Olive Baboon,
Hamadryas Baboon, Spotted Hyena, Black-backed Jackal, African Golden Wolf, Salt’s Dik-dik,
Soemmerring’s Gazelle, Gerenuk, Greater and Lesser Kudu, Beisa Oryx, and Bush Hyrax, many of which
we will see during our game drives. Overnight at the air-conditioned Genet Hotel, Awash.

Mar 6: All day at Awash NP and Aledeghi Wildlife Reserve and Bilen plains.
We drive to the Aledeghi Wildlife Reserve, in the southern part of the Afar Region - home to proud and
tough, camel-herding tribesman and where taking photos of their single-humped livestock is forbidden.
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A full days game drive in the Game Reserve and Bilen Plains will fill our list with species like Nile valley
Sunbird, Yellow-breasted Barbet, Rufous-tailed and Black Scrub-robin, and if lucky Yellow-throated
Sandgrouse. The plains and Acacia woodlands here offer us our best chance of finding Arabian Bustard,
and others like Scissor-tailed Kite, Black-headed Lapwing, Chestnut-bellied and Lichtenstein’s
Sandgrouse, Menetries’s Warbler, and Secretary Bird. Mammals here include Golden Jackal, Bat-eared
Fox, Soemmerring’s Gazelle and the endangered Grevy’s Zebra, the largest of Africa’s three zebra
species. Overnight at the air-conditioned Genet Hotel, Awash.

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, Awash NP

Photo: Thomas Plath

Mar 7: Birding the new road behind Fentale Volcano, afternoon birding along the Ankober–Debre Sina
Escarpment at Melka Ghebdu and Gemessa Gedel.
We start our day by driving behind Fentale Crater in the direction of Kesem River where we will have
several stops for birding. By mid-morning, we will begin to make our way west toward a high
escarpment (the wall of the Great Rift Valley), which we will ascend to reach the highlands around the
towns of Ankober and Debre Birhan. This small area of Ethiopia is famous among birders as the best
place to find two rare, endemic finches, the Ankober and Yellow-throated Serin. We will search for the
latter extremely range-restricted species around Melka Ghebdu, about halfway through our climb out of
the valley. Other interesting birds along the Ankober-Debre Sina escarpment include Lammergeier,
Verreaux’s Eagle, Wattled Ibis, White-collared Pigeon, Banded Barbet, Groundscraper Thrush,
Moorland Chat, Shining Sunbird, Ethiopian (Black-headed) Siskin, and Brown-rumped Seedeater.
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We can expect to encounter our first Geladas (an endemic, grass-eating Primate that forms complex
social structures) in the highlands around Gemessa Gedel this afternoon. Overnight staying at the Eva
Hotel, Debre Birhan.

Photo: Thomas Plath

Mar 8: Morning birding in the Jemma Valley, then drive to Debre Libanos monastery.
Our target this morning will be Harwood’s Francolin, an Ethiopian endemic restricted to highland gorges
cut by tributaries of the Blue Nile. The best place to look for this Francolin is the Jemma Valley,
northwest of Debre Birhan, with the birds most easily found early in the morning, when they are most
vocal. We will make another early start this morning in order to arrive in the Jemma Valley shortly after
dawn.
In addition to Harwood’s Francolin, the near-endemic Erckel’s Francolin, Rüppell’s Black Chat, Whitewinged Cliff Chat, White-billed Starling, Red-billed Pytilia, and Yellow-rumped (or White-throated)
Seedeater can be found. Other highlights might include a variety of raptors, Half-collared Kingfisher,
Abyssinian Wheatear, Foxy Cisticola, Ethiopian Boubou, Cinnamon-breasted Bunting, Black-winged
and Yellow Bishop.
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At the nearby town of Debre Libanos we can search for Geladas, admire the view into the steep-sided
gorges to the north of the town, and visit the Debre Libanos monastery (one of Ethiopia’s most
important monasteries). Ankober Serin is a possibility and an excellent locality to look for the impressive
Lammergeier and Rüppell’s Griffon, White-collared Pigeon, Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher, Rüppell’s
Black Chat, White-winged Cliff Chat, Ethiopian Boubou, and White-billed Starling. Overnight staying at
the Ethio-German Lodge, Debre Libanos.

Mar 9: Morning birding at Sululta Plain, afternoon drive to the Rift Valley Lakes stopping at Lake Koka
and Ziway.
From Debre Libanos we drive to the Sululta Plain (just north of Addis Ababa) with wetlands here yielding
an enjoyable mix of species, including the endemic Blue-winged Goose, Wattled Ibis, Spot-breasted
Lapwing, White-collared Pigeon, Erlanger’s Lark, Abyssinian Longclaw, Ethiopian Cisticola, and
Ethiopian Siskin, a variety of raptors and many others. In the afternoon, from Addis Ababa we head
south exploring the Rift Valley Lake of Koka, finishing our day at the border of Ziway Lake, our
accommodation only 100 metres from the lakeshore. Overnight staying at the Bethlehem Hotel, Ziway.

Mar 10: Morning birding at Lake Ziway, and in the afternoon at Abiata-Shalla NP.

Black Crowned Crane, Lake Ziway

Photo: Thomas Plath
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The day will begin by making several stops along the Lake Ziway shoreline with Black-Crowned Crane,
Saddle-billed Stork and Lesser Jacana some of our targets amongst the hordes of water-associated birds
like pelicans, herons and egrets, various shorebirds, terns present.
In the afternoon, we explore the thin Acacia forest near the headquarters of Abiata-Shalla NP. Seeking
out woodpeckers, hornbills, White-bellied Go-Away-Bird, Somali Ostrich and many others.
Overlooking a saline crater lake with thousands of very pink birds, 10,000 Flamingo Lodge is perhaps one
of the most scenic lodgings in Ethiopia. With adjacent rift lakes offering good birding, this is an excellent
stop over en route to southern birding areas. Overnight staying at the 10000 Flamingos Lodge, AbiataShalla National Park.

Mar 11: Full day to explore the habitats around Lake Chitu and Lake Shalla, near Flamingo Lodge.
Primarily surrounded by Acacia woodland, Lake Shalla and Chitu support a varied assortment of birds
which include Western Banded Snake Eagle, Greyish Eagle-Owl, Black-billed Woodhoopoe, Abyssinian
Ground-Hornbill, Hemprich’s and Von der Decken’s Hornbills, Clapperton’s Francolin, Rufous-necked
Wryneck, Bearded Woodpecker, Black-winged Lovebird, Buff-bellied Warbler, Red-faced Crombec,
Western Black-headed Batis, White-rumped Babbler, White-winged Black Tit, and Mocking Cliff-Chat.
The entire day will be spent searching for these and many other species during optional morning and
afternoon excursions. Overnight staying at the 10,000 Flamingos Lodge.

Mar 12: Drive to Bale Mountain NP headquarters, Dinsho for birding in Juniper forest. Optional early
morning guided birding around the lodge. After breakfast, we will begin the roughly 225-km drive to the
famous Bale Mountains National Park. Before long, we will climb back into the highlands, where we will
find Blue-winged Goose, Wattled Ibis, Rouget’s Rail, and Spot-breasted Lapwing in wet places. A stop
at a rocky gully as we descend into the Gaysan Valley could yield a roosting Cape Eagle-Owl with help
from local tribes people.
The road will begin to wind along steep mountainsides as we enter the park, arriving at the park
headquarters in Dinsho. The afternoon will be spent birding along the trails here, our primary targets
being Chestnut-naped Francolin and with some luck (Park staff can usually locate roosting owls), African
Wood Owl, African Long-eared (Abyssinian) Owl and endemics such as Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher,
Thick-billed Raven, and Ethiopian Siskin. This area of the park is also one of the best places to find the
rare Mountain Nyala, which is found only in a handful of high-elevation areas of Ethiopia east of the
Great Rift Valley; and Menelik’s Bushbuck, an endemic, dark-colored, long-haired subspecies. Overnight
staying at the Wabe Shebelle Hotel, Goba.
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Mar 13: Full day exploring the Sanetti Plateau, Bale Mountain NP.
The highest all-weather road in Africa crosses the Sanetti plateau (4377m) in Bale Mountain NP, allowing
easy access to alpine moorlands, grasslands and lakes, which support the planet’s rarest Canid - the
Ethiopian Wolf. With sightings almost guaranteed, the day will be spent searching for this megamammal and its principal prey species - the bizarre looking Giant Mole-Rat and abundant Ethiopian
Meadow Rat.
At this elevation Afro-alpine moorland occurs, a moist habitat characterized by low shrubs and grasses
and by Ethiopia’s strange-looking endemic species of Giant Lobelia. The large rodent population attracts
a myriad of raptors, tarns and streams great birds like Blue-winged Goose, Rouget’s Rail, Wattled
Crane, and Spot-breasted Lapwing; and the breeding populations of three species not usually
associated with tropical Africa are restricted to these highlands: Ruddy Shelduck, Red-billed Chough,
and Golden Eagle. Other specialties include Chestnut-naped and Moorland Francolin, Thick-billed
Raven, Moorland Chat, Abyssinian Longclaw and Black-headed Siskin. Overnight staying at the Wabe
Shebelle Hotel in Goba.
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Mar 14: Drive to Negele via Harenna Forest, with several birding stops en route.
Departing the Bale Mountains we head for southern Ethiopia’s dry savannas, where we will spend the
next four full days, en route devoting some time to birding the Harenna Forest. The largest single block
of forest in Ethiopia is relatively unexplored and holds species difficult to see elsewhere. Species found
here include African Crowned Eagle, African Hill Babbler, Abyssinian Ground Thrush, Abyssinian
Catbird, Brown Parimosa, Sharpe’s Starling, Abyssinian Crimsonwing, Green-backed Twinspot, and
Yellow-bellied Waxbill.
Heading south, we lose altitude, and the moist forest will give way to a dry thorn savanna. Several
birding stops will be made en route to our accommodation, most notably at the Genale River, where
searching fruiting fig trees along its banks might yield the legendary and much sought-after Prince
Ruspoli’s Turaco. This spectacular bird is named in honor of Prince Ruspoli of Italy, who collected the
first known specimen sometime in 1892 or 1893. Shortly thereafter, an elephant killed him, and the
knowledge of the date and location of the specimen were lost with him (apparently, he did not keep
good field notes). The specimen eventually made its way back to Europe along with the rest of the
prince’s collection, where T. Salvadori described it in 1896. Explorers did not find Prince Ruspoli’s Turaco
again until the early 1940s, and the species remains little known to this day. Overnight staying at Turaco
or Green Hotel in Negele.

Mar 15: Full day birding around Negele, Liben Plain, and Filtu area.
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Our primary goal today will be to find the critically endangered Sidamo Lark (or Liben Lark now believed
to be conspecific with the even rarer Archer’s Lark of Somali), which survives only in a small patch of
marginal habitat on the Liben Plain, just outside of Negele. The lark is most easily found in the early
through mid-morning, when males can be heard and seen singing loudly while hovering above the plain;
an early start will give ourselves the best possible chance of watching that display.

Photo: Thomas Plath

In addition to the Sidamo Lark, we can expect to see Kori Bustard, Black-winged Lapwing, Somali Shorttoed Lark, Pectoral-patch Cisticola, and White-crowned Starling on the plains with Somali and
Temminck’s Coursers possible as well.
Following the search for the lark we will explore the rest of the area, including the road between Negele
and Filtu searching for the endemic Salvadori’s Serin. Other star birds include Red-and-yellow Barbet,
Somali Crombec, Three-streaked Tchagra, Golden-breasted Starling, Shelley’s Starling, Somali Crow
(Dwarf Raven), Somali Bunting, and many other species. Overnight staying in Turaco or Green Hotels,
Negele.

Mar 16: From Negele drive to Yabello birding all day en route.
Leaving Negele we head south from the Liben Plain, reaching a spot where the road crosses the Dawa
River shortly after dawn. We will relax and enjoy birding here as this spot is excellent for three species
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difficult to see elsewhere African White-winged (Collared) Dove, Juba (Salvadori’s) Weaver, and Blackbellied Sunbird.
After our early stop at the Dawa River we continue driving toward Yabello, on the way adding species
characteristic of the dry savannas that cover the region like Somali Courser, Vulturine Guineafowl, Redand-yellow Barbet, and Magpie Starling. During the last portion of our drive, we will get our first views
of the region’s star birds, the charismatic Stresemann’s Bushcrow and White-tailed Swallow. Both
species are curiously range-restricted, occurring only in the savannas around Yabello and Mega.
However, they both are quite common within that limited range, and we can expect to have many
opportunities to watch them during the next couple of days.
We will take a night drive on one of our nights in the Yabello area in search of Donaldson-Smith’s and
Slender-tailed Nightjars, Greyish Eagle-Owl, Northern White-faced Owl, and other nocturnal creatures.
Overnight staying at the Arafat Pension or similar type lodging, Yabello.

Black-cheeked Waxbill, Abiata-Shalla NP

Photo: Thomas Plath

Mar 17: Full day birding around Yabello.
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Outstanding savanna and Acacia-Commiphora thorn bush with many range-restricted species occupy
this global Endemic Bird Area and many excellent birds can be found near the town of Yabello.
Abyssinian Ground Hornbill and White-crowned Starlings forage in agricultural areas, and cattle
enclosures of Boran villages host the Rufous Chatterer, Rosy-patched Bush-Shrike, Shelley’s Rufous
Sparrow and Straw-tailed Whydah. We will enjoy watching the curious and social Stresemann’s
Bushcrow, pretty White-tailed Swallow and many more species characteristic of the dry savannas that
cover the region. Eastern Chanting-Goshawk, Three-banded Courser, Black-faced Sandgrouse, Redbellied Parrot, Red-fronted and D’Arnaud’s Barbet, Pringle’s Puffback, Foxy Lark, Pale Prinia, African
Bare-eyed Thrush, Spotted Palm Thrush, Kenya Violet-backed and Hunter’s Sunbird, Golden-breasted
and Magpie Starling, Yellow-spotted Petronia, Chestnut Weaver, Purple Grenadier, Black-capped and
Grey-capped Social Weaver, and White-bellied Canary are sought after species. Overnight staying at
the Arafat Pension or similar type lodging, Yabello.
Mar 18: Full day birding around Mega.
Today we drive south to Mega 100 km south of Yabello (on a new asphalt road) enjoying more of the
diverse avifauna of the Somali-Masai biome. Our first key area en route is purer Commiphora stands
south of Yabello, hosting many of the arid South’s specialties such as Red-naped Bush-Shrike, Scaly
Chatterer, Pygmy Batis, Somali Crombec, Tiny and Boran Cisticola, Pringle’s Puffback, and Northern
Grosbeak-Canary.

Three-banded (Heuglin’s) Courser, Bilen plains

Photo: Thomas Plath
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A search for the Mega Francolin in the rocky hills surrounding Mega may also yield Brown-tailed RockChat and other species of this and dry savanna habitat. Grevy’s Zebra and the elegant Gerenuk can be
found in the area. Overnight staying at Arafat Pension in Yabello.
Mar 19: Morning birding in the Yabello Area, drive to Awassa.
Today is largely a driving day. A seven-hour drive north will take us to Lake Awassa (approximately 320
km on a gravel road), a Rift Valley Lake located on the main highway. En route we will break up the drive
with some stops for birding as appropriate. Arriving at our hotel late in the afternoon, participants can
relax or enjoy some birding (optional) around our hotel and in nearby areas, where we can expect to see
Grivet Monkey, the handsome Guereza Colobus, and many species. Overnight staying at Africa United
Group Hotel near the lakeshore, Awassa.
Mar 20: Morning birding Lake Awassa, then drive to Wondo Genet to foothill forest.
There will be optional pre-breakfast birding along the lakeshore and grounds near the hotel. Despite the
crowds Lake Awassa’s reed beds and adjacent riparian habitat teems with birds. A leisurely walk to the
nearby pier will produce many waterfowl, herons, terns, Palearctic migrants and quality birds like Lesser
Jacana, African Pygmy-Goose, White-backed Duck, Blue-headed Coucal, and Abyssinian Waxbill. Birds
are everywhere and tend to be quite tame offering great photographic opportunities.

Northern Carmine Bee-eater, Lake Ziway

Photo: Thomas Plath
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In the late afternoon, we drive 45 km to the Rastafarian town of Wondo Genet. The hot spring resort
near town offers good foothill birding in a comfortable setting, boasting a heated swimming pool
surrounded by forest, for participants wanting to relax. Optional guided afternoon birding on the
grounds of the Wabe Shabelle Hotel will allow others to look for White cheeked Turaco and many other
birds. The grounds of the hotel can be quite productive, especially when trees are fruiting and flowering
attracting Yellow-fronted Parrot, Black-winged Lovebird, Banded and Double-toothed Barbet and
Sharpe’s Starling. Overnight staying at the Wabe Shabelle Hotel, Wondo Genet.

Photo: Thomas Plath

Mar 21: Birding in primary forest adjacent lodging at Wondo Genet, return to Addis Ababa and evening
flight.
We will begin the day by birding in the foothill primary forest of Wondo Genet with our local birding
guide. The remnant forest of this hot springs resort holds a fine selection of woodland birds including
Scaled Francolin, Greater Sparrow Hawk, Red Shouldered Cuckooshrike, Olive Pigeon, Lemon Dove,
Yellow-fronted Parrot, White cheeked Turaco, Blue headed Coucal, Greyish Eagle Owl, African Wood
Owl, Narina Trogon, Half-collared Kingfisher, Abyssinian Woodpecker, Brown-throated Wattle-eye,
Abyssinian Oriole, and Abyssinian Ground Thrush. Grivet Monkeys patrol the grounds and the striking
Guereza Colobus is found in the forest.
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By mid-morning we will drive north toward Addis Ababa stopping for birds and sightseeing along the
way, especially at Langano Lake reaching Babogaya Lake Viewpoint Lodge for dinner, showers and to
prepare the bags for the trip home. Transfer to the airport depending on flight hours. Most flights out of
Addis Ababa leave at night (late PM or early AM).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Trip Booking:
We have limited our trip to 9 participants in order to provide an intimate and personal
experience. The trip itinerary has been sent to a group of individuals that have previously
expressed interest in the trip. To reserve the trip we require a $700. 00 per person deposit. The
first 9 people we receive a deposit from will be advised and further trip specific information will
be sent to them. The balance of payment is 90 days before your trip departure. Payments are
accepted through personal cheque or money transfer.
Cancellation and Refund:
We receive your notice of cancellation more than 90 days prior to your trip departure: you will
receive 100% of your refund; between 60-90 days you receive 50% of your final payment;
between 30-60 days you will receive 25% of your final payment; 0-30 days no refund.
Please note: Thomas Plath Environmental Services reserves the right to cancel your trip at any
time, purchasing cancellation insurance on your flight is essential. This policy protects us from
unforeseen emergency events i.e. sickness, death in family.
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